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UN SAT ed SLICE yietes TOPRATION 


If we are to attempt to legitimize observation satellites 
a first and necessary step must be the enlarg: emont of our UN aglow olf 
registry list to inolude all successful satellite launches, 
“without distinction as to purpose or length of time in orbit, 


By such registration we may hope to accomplish the following: 


1. To merge the reconnaissance operafions into the 7 Bs a | 
totality of our space progran and thus, by making them less aS 
conspicious, reduce public speculation and comment ebout 
then, | . | 7 4 food | 


2. To deprive the Bloc and others of an obvious | fw"A Rg a 





pe? 


od. 
opportunity to accuse us of bad faith on registration, and meets ee Bi 


roo 
military purposes. er of 
3, To avoid projudicing our position that ; 
L 


observation satellites are legal by elimina .ting one of the a | 
most obvious clandestine -- and by implication, illegal -- Bat So A 
aspects of these launchings, LoCo, our venus al to register we tf ie ) 
them. | fet | 
| 4, Toes tablish a ba ackeround for more explicit 

revelations, af they become necessary or desirable, about == ,wlt™ 


ies 
our observation satellites without the embarrassment ofa - gi Pte 


forced public explanation of cur failure to register then. 
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' gin, of course, is to obtain world-wide acceptance of the ua,” 


Sisea dey 25 ae 
lesal franowork for obs ervation satellites, the question ef _atxtels | 


5. To avoid Mepatue icon of the Glenn fiasco, and mn oe 


the obvious disadvantages of seleotiva "spectal" registrations 7, ean 





We do not believe that registration will of itself Ne 





commit us to explain the function tn detail of any specific ae 
gatellite. We would propose simply to register them within 
the existing four categories (althouch wo may find it in our 
interest to modify these catogorics at some future tims). 

Wo do not believe that regist vation would necessarily 
preclude or in eny way restrict clandestine operations in ee 
the future. We assume that such oper rations would only be ad 


necessary if the Soviets threaten or actually manage to 4" te etm 


‘ San ae te aw 
shoot dom or otherwise interfex re with our satellites, Ouré-"""/ i 


hep ot LL ark 
legality of observation satellites, and thus to force Soviet “7 ae 


Z 
payment of an unacceptably high political price to intertere (of pth 


| 
| 

with theme if we establish the tera ity put are umable to = -s—itwt | 
prevent Soviet interference , We have a 2 clearly defensible | 
case before the world for olandestine operatic ns. If these | 
eperations are discovered, we can publicly argue their | ! 
necessity, and defend cur refusal to register thom. If they | 
= not Giscovered, then clearly there is no problem; for | 
eacticnal purposes they do not exist and EhUS y car annot re ogisters<. | 
| 


If, on the other hand, we connos estadlisn aa acceptable | fice 
. rs . 


ee, 
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end with it the issue of registration, We would thon be free 


| to resister or not as we sce £16, since the utility to us of. 
- registration will hava dlsappecarad, | 

| On the question of the disadvantages of registration to 
4 ovner plenncd or theoretical countermeasures to Soviet 

| interference, we. have not heard tho argunents and thus 


cannot ascess their weight. We know of no countermsasures, 
howaver, whose effectiveness would be esgraded by the act 


of registration under the current procedures, 
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a the free use of outer space for reconnaissance becomes academic, ~ 





